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from Plymouth to the Eddysione Lighthouse,

in August. And there's also a rumour about a
f-ture Ai lantic crossing - watch th s spacel

Bruno Vogin of France rowed his pet monkey
from Dakar in Senegal, West Afr ica, to the

Cape Verde islands in the Atlantic. Bruno

rowed in a polyethylene VirusBoats Yole Club,
fresh off the production l ine. He made no
alterat ions to the boat, only a canopy for his
pet and an extra pair of oars (not for the
monkey). The 150 nautical miles, as the crow

fl ies, turned into 450 nautical miles of rowing
owing to dri f t  during resting hours and i t  took
t h o m  1  1  d : r r q  a l t o o c t h c r l

Bruno and n is  mo"key  had th ree  caps izes

during this epic row and survrved long enough
to tel l  the tale, though sadly Bruno later died

during an Atlantic cross ng on a raft,

Kjartan Hauksson trashed his self-butl t  boat off
the lcelandic coast after covering 400km in his

bid to be the f irst lcelander to circumnavrgate
the island under his own power. Not one to
grve up, Kjartan enl isted the help of fr iend and
nava,  a rch : tec t  Ma 'k  G i r rs ly  n  so- rc ing  a
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Jlrnr only time we came close to tipping over was
when we stopped to drink and get something
out of the hull and we inadvertently both
leaned to one side... tt

Chr is t ian  M0rvan is  seen here  w inn ing  the  race  ar0und Be l le  l s le ,  wh ich  is  0 rgan ised by  i i s  b ro t le r .  Be l le

f  l s l e i s i n t h e A t l a n t i c i u s t o l l t h e 0 u i h e r o n P e n i n s u l a i n S 0 u t h B r i t t a n y n e a r t 0 w h e r e t h e Y 0 l e i s b u i l t - t h e

{  race  around the  is land is  an  annua l  event  a t  the  end 0 f  lune  t0  wh ich  a l l  Yo le  owneIs  a re  inv i led .

replacement boat for the remaining 1900km.
Ttse oodt needed ro be l jg"ter for rowing

against the wind to stay offshore and easy for
h im to  pu l l  i t  ashore  s ing le  handed ly  in
remote ocat,o-s. Yel lhe boal needed 10 be

b ig  enough Lo  carv  a l l  r -e  gear  and supp l ies
for two days at a t i-e. Obvious y. i l  needed lo

be se'-oa' l  ng, qdve good surf i^g
charac te ' i s l ' cs  and overa l l  sLab i l i t y .  l t  needed

to be unsinkable and easy to repa r. Klartan
and Mark decided that the VirusBoats Yole
C l : s q  i ^  f r h , p o l a s q  r i l l e d  l h e  b i  L

Weather proved the greatest dif f iculty but in

some areas long shaJlow shorel ines with
l rmi ted  o '  no  poss  b le  land ing  s i les  were  a  so
problematic. Average rowing legs were 15-20
hou 's  cover ing  as  -any  as  10Okm.  Sore  legs

were up to 30 hours non stop and up to
140km! Non-stop means rowing without any
rest owing ro a loldl ack o'options for a safe
landing Often the weather, wind and surf
made i t  necessary to keep rowing rn order to
prevent being blown ashore in heavy surf.  In
the most dif f icult  legs Klartan would have a
?-? minrrrp tnnd slnn evprv two to three hours

It wasn't  al l  sweat and toi l  though - there
were also days of good weather when Kjartan
was able to enjoy the magnil icent scenery,

wha es, seals and bird l i fe.
After 109 days on the water and a total of

550 hours of rowing the voyage f inished
where i t  had started in Reykjavik harbour.
Kjartan's efforts rarsed US$135,000 for the
lceland Handicapped Associat ion. Bravol I
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to own th is Yole?


